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The simultaneous defeat in 1870-71 of both the most 
reactionary and the most revolutionary regimes in 
Europe (the Papacy and the Paris Commune) raised the 
question: might there be a connection between these 
seeming opposites? Following the suggestion of some 
French socialist thinkers, Dostoyevsky saw a link 
between the two antichristian systems. "Present-day 
French Socialism,’ he wrote, "is nothing but the truest 
and most direct continuation of the Catholic idea, its 
fullest, most final consequence which has been evolved 
through centuries. French Socialism is nothing else than 
the compulsory union of mankind - an idea which dates 
back to ancient Rome and which was fully expressed in 
Catholicism." 

Papism, according to Dostoyevsky, was the beginning 
of western atheism. As Prince Myshkin says in The Idiot 
(1868): "Roman Catholicism believes that the Church 
cannot exist on earth without universal temporal power, 
and cries: Non possumus! In my opinion, Roman 
Catholicism isn't even a religion, but most decidedly a 
continuation of the Holy Roman Empire, and everything 
in it is subordinated to that idea, beginning with faith. 
The Pope seized the earth, an earthly throne and took up 


the sword; and since then everything has gone on in the 
same way, except that they've added lies, fraud, deceit, 
fanaticism, superstition wickedness. They have trifled 
with the most sacred, truthful, innocent, ardent feelings 
of the people, have bartered it all for money, for base 
temporal power. And isn't this the teaching of Antichrist? 
Isn't it clear from Roman Catholicism itself! Atheism 
originated first of all with them: how could they believe in 
themselves? It gained ground because of abhorrence of 
them; it is the child of their lies and their spiritual 
impotence! Atheism! In our country it is only the upper 
classes who do not believe, as Mr. Radomsky so 
splendidly put it the other day, for they have lost their 
roots. But in Europe vast numbers of the common 
people are beginning to lose their faith - at first from 
darkness and lies, and now from fanaticism, hatred of 


the Church and Christianity!" 


And since Socialism is "above all an atheistic 
question, the question of the modern integration of 
atheism", Papism is its parent, too: "Socialism, too, is the 
child of Catholicism and the intrinsic Catholic nature! It, 
too, like its brother atheism, was begotten of despair, in 
opposition to Catholicism as a moral force, in order to 
replace the lost moral power of religion, to quench the 
spiritual thirst of parched humanity, and save it not by 
Christ, but also by violence! This, too, is freedom by 
violence. This, too, is union through the sword and blood. 
‘Don't dare to believe in God! Don't dare to have property! 
Don't dare to have a personality of your own! Fraternité 
pall 


ou la mort! Two million heads!" So akin is Socialism to 
Papism that Papism "will tell the people that Christ also 
preached everything that the Socialists are preaching to 
them. Again it will pervert and sell them Christ as it has 


sold Him so many times in the past. 

Peter Verkhovensky in The Devils (1871) even 
envisages the possibility of the Pope becoming the 
leader of the Socialists: "Do you know, | was thinking of 
delivering the world up to the Pope. Let him go barefoot 
and show himself to the mob, saying, ‘See what they 
have brought me to!’ and they will all follow him, even the 
army. The Pope on top, we all round him, and below us - 
the Shigalev order. All we need is that the Internationale 
should come to an agreement with the Pope; this will 
come about. The old boy will agree at once. He can't do 
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anything else. Mark my words. 


"The Western Church," wrote Dostoyevsky, "has 
distorted the image of Christ, having been transformed 
from a Church into a Roman state and incarnated it 
again in the form of the papacy. Yes, in the West there is 
in truth no longer Christianity and the Church, although 
there are still many Christians - yes, and they will never 
disappear. Catholicism is truly no longer Christianity, and 
is passing into idol-worship, while Protestantism with 
giant steps is passing into atheism and a slippery, 
shifting, inconstant (and not age-old) teaching on 
morality. The Empire accepted Christianity, and the 
Church - the Roman law and state. A small part of the 
Church departed into the desert and began to continue 
its former work: Christian communities appeared again, 
then monasteries. But then the remaining, huge part of 
the Church divided, as we know, into two halves. In the 
western half the state finally overcame the Church 
completely. The Church was annihilated and was 
reincarnated finally into a state. There appeared the 
papacy - a continuation of the ancient Roman Empire in 


a new incarnation."298 


Dostoyevsky saw in Germany's victory over France at 
Sedan in 1871 an attempt to crush Socialism, and 
thereby Papism, and foresaw the time when the 
madness of Papist individualism would seek to unite 
itself with the madness of socialist collectivism: "By 
depriving France of her political existence, Prince 
Bismarck hopes to deliver a blow at socialism. 
Socialism, as a heritage of Catholicism, and France are 
most hateful to a genuine German. It is excusable that 
Germany's representatives believe that it is so easy to 
master socialism by merely destroying Catholicism - as 
its source and beginning. 


"However, this is what is most probably going to 
happen should France fall politically: Catholicism will 
lose its sword, and for the first time will appeal to the 
people whom it has been despising for so many 
centuries, ingratiating itself with worldly kings and 
emperors. Now, however, it will appeal to the people, 
since there is nowhere else to go; specifically, it will 
appeal to the leaders of the most worldly and rebellious 
element of the people - the socialists. Catholicism will 
tell the people that Christ also preached everything the 
socialists are preaching to them. Once more it will 
pervert and sell them Christ as it has Him so many times 
in the past for earthly possessions, defending the rights 
of the Inquisition which, in the name of loving Christ, 
tortured men for freedom of conscience - in the name of 
Christ to Whom only that disciple was dear who came to 
Him of his free accord and not the one who had been 
bought or frightened. 


"Catholicism sold Christ when it blessed the Jesuits 


and sanctioned the righteousness of ‘every means for 
Christ's cause’. However, since time immemorial, it has 
converted Christ's cause into a mere concern for its 
earthly possessions and its future political domination 
over the whole world. When Catholic mankind turned 
away from the monstrous image in which, at length, 
Christ had been revealed to them, - after many protests, 
reformations, etc., at the beginning of this century - 
endeavours arose to organize life without God, without 
Christ. Devoid of the instinct of a bee or an ant, 
unmistakably and with utmost precision constructing 
their hive and ant-hill, men sought to create something 
on the order of an unmistakable anthill. They rejected 
the unique formula of mankind's salvation, derived from 
God and announced through revelation to man: 'Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself’, and substituted for it 
practical inferences, such as 'Chacun pour soi et Dieu 
pour tous’ (‘Each one for himself and God for all’), or 
scientific axioms, such as ‘the struggle for existence’. 


"Bereft of the instinct which guides animals and 
enables them to organize their life faultlessly, men 
haughtily sought to rely upon science, forgetting that for 
such a task as the creation of society, science is still, so 
to speak, in swaddles. Dreams ensued. The future tower 
of Babylon became the ideal but also the dread of 
humanity. But after these dreams there soon appeared 
other simple doctrines, intelligible to everybody, for 
instance: 'to rob the rich, to stain the world with blood, 
after which somehow everything will again be settled of 
its own accord.' 


"Finally, even these teachers were outstripped: there 
appeared the doctrine of anarchy, after which - if it could 
be put into effect - there would again ensue a period of 


cannibalism, and people would be compelled to start all 
over again as they started some ten thousand years ago. 
Catholicism fully understands all this, and it will manage 
to seduce the leaders of the underground war. It will say 
to them: 'You have no centre, no order in the conduct of 
the work; you are a force scattered all over the world, 
and now, after the downfall of France [Dostoyevsky is 
referring to the fall of the Commune in 1871] - also an 
oppressed force. | shall be your rallying center, and | 
shall attract to you all those who still believe in me. 


"One way or another, the alliance will be formed. 
Catholicism does not wish to die, whereas social 
revolution and the new social period in Europe are 
indubitable: two forces, unquestionably, will have to 
come to understanding, to unite. It stands to reason that 
slaughter, blood, plunder, even cannibalism would be 
advantageous to Catholicism. Precisely then it may hope 
to catch once more its fish in troubled waters, 
foreseeing the moment when, finally, mankind, 
exhausted by chaos and lawlessness, will fall into its 
arms. Then, once more, it will become in reality the sole 
and absolute ‘earthly ruler and universal authority’, 
sharing its power with no one. Thereby it will attain its 


ultimate goal." 


Although not an exact prophecy, this accurately 
identified the general trend in the twentieth and twenty- 
first centuries. For there has been an increasing 
tendency for the papacy, if not to identify with the 
revolution (although its "liberation theologians" did 
precisely that in Central and South America in the 
1980s), at any rate to accept many of their premises and 
strive to work with them rather than against them. Thus 


the papacy has fitted easily into the modern liberal- 
socialist structure of the European Union, and Pope 
Francis | has recently met with Castro in Cuba and called 
for a single world government... 


In The Brothers Karamazov (1881), Dostoyevsky 
underlined the link between Papism and Socialism by 
making the leading proponent of Socialism a Papist 
Inquisitor. After his disillusionment with Papism, 
Western man could not be satisfied with the atomic 
individualism of the societies that replaced it, but 
yearned for the brotherhood of all men in obedience to 
one Father that Papism provided, albeit in a perverted 
form. "For the chief concern of these miserable 
creatures," says the Inquisitor, "is not only to find 
something that | or someone else can worship, but to 
find something that all believe in and worship, and the 
absolutely essential thing is that they should do so all 
together. It is this need for universal worship that is the 
chief torment of every man individually and of mankind 
as a whole from the beginning of time. For the sake of 
the universal worship they have put each other to the 
sword..." 


Over forty years later, on the death of Lenin in 1924, 
the Social-Revolutionary leader Victor Chernov 
confirmed Dostoyevsky's analysis of the relationship 
between Papism and Socialism when he compared 
Lenin to the most famous of Inquisitors: "His love of the 
proletariat was the same despotic, exacting, and 
merciless love with which, centuries ago, Torquemada 
ul7] 


burned people for their salvation... 
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